XVIII
THE PROVINCES IN THE FIRST AND SECOND
CENTURIES a. d.
A "UGUSTUS and his successors actually realized what had
L\ seemed to the ancient world before their time an unattain-
JL -liable ideal, namely, permanent peace without constant
shocks from foreign war and internal revolution, and a life regu-
lated by the orderly conditions of a civilized state. This peace
and order was created by the Roman Empire, not for a single
inconsiderable aggregation of men but for all who were more
or less influenced by civilization. A second great benefit was
conferred on mankind by the Roman Empire, when it con-
sciously and consistently carried out the mission bequeathed
to it by the Hellenistic Age—the mission of admitting the
greatest possible number to the civilization planted by the
East, watered by the Greeks, and then accepted and developed
by the Italians. Two centuries of peace under the rule of the
Roman emperors made it possible to inoculate with this
civilization nations of the West and, in a less degree, of the
East, which had hardly been touched by it in the earlier period
of development. Spain, Britain, Gaul, part of Germany, the
northern part of the Balkan peninsula, the north coast of
Africa—all these countries received and absorbed this civiliza-
tion in its Western, Italian, Latin form. But those parts of
the East which were not Hellenized already, central Asia
Minor, part of the Black Sea coast, a great part of the Caucasus
and Transcaucasia, and parts of Syria, Palestine, and Arabia,
took it over in its Greek, or rather Graeco-Oriental, form.
This civilizing mission Rome performed not by constraint or
violent means, not by arms or by transferring nations from
place to place, but by peaceful methods and by the natural
attraction of a higher form of life offered by a dominant state
and nation.
The Roman Empire never was, nor tried to be, a world-
wide state of a national type—a state in which one nation
subdues and forcibly assimilates other nations to itself: it

